A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
battened were reduced, and it was during these years of
Richard's direct control that the very important Statute of
Praemunire was passed. Had it been accepted by the Papacy
it would have had the effect of a concordat, but the Papacy,
although already troubled by the Great Schism, did not accept
it. It was the King's own act, with which the Parliament had
nothing to do, and that it always had the force of law is sufficient
proof that the consent of Parliament was not yet necessary to
make a statute. Prsemunire provides forfeiture for those who
should bring into England Papal Bulls or rescripts without the
licence of the Crown. It was not a refusal to receive Papal
jurisdiction in England—indeed, it did not come within a
hundred miles of such an idea, which it would have been
impossible for the-time to conceive—but it established, and
especially on the financial side, a co-operation between the
civil and the ecclesiastical power. This, coupled with the
parallel Statute of Provisors, would check that draining of
wealth abroad which had so disastrously increased during the
residency of the Papacy at Avignon.
The Death of the Queen. The Second Marriage.
Richard's first Queen had been childless: her husband had
loved her so passionately that on her death he seemed at first
a broken man; but there was yet time for him to marry again,
and after a first expedition to Ireland (of which more in a
moment) he did so, in little more than two years after the death
of the childless Anne of Bohemia.
Three tasks lay before Richard of Bordeaux, now a young
man approaching his thirtieth year. The first was to find some
sort of settlement in the relations between England and Ireland;
the second was to put an end, if possible, to the running sore
of the French quarrel, which had already caused so much
financial trouble and which threatened more; and the third
was to provide an heir to the throne. The second and third
he proposed to merge by marrying a princess of the house of
Vafois. It could only be a nominal marriage for some years,
as the Princess, Isabella, was only eight years old; but the
contract would be binding, and would doubtless bear fruit in
due time. It was confirmed at the end of 1396. The young
Vatois child was solemnly crowned Queen of England early in
the next year, and had his enemies spared Richard to complete
tibe Baarriage in due time and to get an heir, history would know
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